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PATRIOT PATROL and BATTERY WHITE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Team-Up to Enhance Belle Isle Quality of Life 
 
 
The Patriot Patrol of Boy Scout Troop #10 from Columbia, SC dedicated 2 days of on-
the-ground historic preservation efforts at Battery White on February 25-26, 2017 
designing and establishing the Battery White Memorial Trail and significantly enhancing 
the quality of life at Belle Isle Yacht Club (BIYC). 
 
The Scouts’ overall efforts were born from the goal of one Scout, Thomas Temple, to 
earn the very challenging and difficult rank of Eagle Scout.  In addition to establishing 
the trail, a walking guide brochure is in the works that will describe 15 various stopping 
points along the memorial trail.  The guide, written by the Boy Scouts with final approval 
given by Randy Beaver, Director of the Battery White Historical Association (BWHA), 
will be published in time for distribution during this year’s 70th Annual Prince George 
Winyah Episcopal Church Plantation Tours. Eagle Scout candidate, Thomas Temple, 
will be on hand at Belle Isle in full Scout uniform to distribute the brochures in honor of 
the scout project. 
 
Patriot Patrol Boy Scouts and their adult leaders accomplishing this work included Todd 
Barrett, Walker Barrett, David Bullock, Andrew Cole, Henry Cole, Laurens Lynn, Jeff 
Smolka, William Smolka, Thomas Temple, and Tom Temple (with honorable mention to 
Sally Temple and Esther Temple for their food preparation and support of the troop). 
 
The memorial trail begins and ends at the left flank of Battery White (across from the 
Yacht Club by the outdoor grills).   The 15 stopping points are marked by numerical 
legends at locations either identifying historical aspects of the Battery itself or 
recognizing important surroundings, such as Fraser Point (Frazier’s Point) across 
Winyah Bay. 
 
The Patriot Patrol dug holes, prepped the signposts, and cleared debris from the 
pathway. They mounted the legends onto the posts and placed them at strategic 
locations along the walking trail to ensure the best views.  Troop members discovered 
parts from a concrete bench in the Battery, so they recovered the bench, setting it along 
the path as a resting point for walkers. 
 
On Sunday, the Patrol held their Battery White Chapel Service near the Daughters of 
Confederate Veterans Memorial in the Battery to worship, offer thanks, and sing “Spirit 
Song.”  Remarkably, toward the end of the service, two bald eagles and a gold eagle 
circled in the air, calling out above the Patrol as if honoring this Eagle Scout project. 
 
As part of this scouting weekend, the Patrol also fulfilled nearly all requirements towards 
earning the Archeology Merit Badge. The youths sifted the dirt from the post holes to 
look for relics (nothing was found).  During lunch in the Yacht Club, they listened to an 
archeology presentation by Randy Beaver that contrasted land versus water-based 
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artifact recovery efforts, citing various recovery efforts, such as the Hunley, the 
Charleston Powder Magazine, and the Harvest Moon.  A short film (New Discoveries: 
An Indian House) was also shown to educate the Scouts on the painstaking nature of 
archeology work, using, as an example, an endeavor to uncover artifacts from a 1700s 
Indian village in Indiana. 
 
The overall project was approved by the BIYC Board of Stewards.  The signage was 
approved by the SC Battlefield Preservation Trust, and the costs for the project were 
funded by the Eagle Scout candidate, the BWHA and Belle Isle resident donations. This 
effort will be submitted to the SC District Boy Scouts of America Council for review and 
possible honor as an illustrative example of an outstanding Eagle Scout project. 
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For more information about this project or the Battery White Historical Association, 
contact Randy Beaver, Director, at 843-485-0326 (phone) or beavrl@hotmail.com 
(email). 
 
 


